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Members from across the county 
have been studying for their  

BBKA Certificate of Proficiency in  
Apiculture - Basic Assessment 

 
 
 
 

The following divisional members have been successful: 
 
Central Sussex 
Robert Georgeson, David Jackson & Philip Scruby  
 
Chichester 
Henrietta Currey, Jonathan-Kim Froud & Sue Payne  
 
Wisborough Green 
David Adams, Christopher Hannell, Graham Hunt, Joanna Laws, Ruth 
Morgan & Tom Shimell 
 
Worthing 
Glenn Brooker, Liam Jackson, Val Kirk & Doug Pearce  
 
In addition Jim Norfolk (Chichester) has passed his General Husbandry 
and is now a ‘Qualified Beekeeper’. 
 
Very well done to all who has studied so successfully during the year.  
Seven members will be sitting Modules in Storrington on 7th November 
and we wish them success. 



Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

 

Central Sussex Division 

Wednesday 13th November - ‘Keeping Bees for Honey Production’, a talk by David Rudland at 

the RAFA Club, Horsham at 7:30pm.  Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk 
or the Central Sussex website: www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 

 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 19th November - ‘Question Time’ with experts 

from West Sussex BKA at Boxgrove Village Hall, 7:30pm.  Fur-
t h e r  d e t a i l s  f r o m :  H e n r i e t t a  C u r r e y :                                           
secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s web-
site: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 9th November - Annual Beekeepers’ Supper, North Hall, Loxwood. 7pm  

Details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 14th November - AGM at Ferring Village Hall followed by a talk from Hasan 

Mohammad Al Toufailia from Sussex University on ‘Varroa and Using Oxalic Acid’.   

Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the WBKA website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

 
 

... and Dates for your Diary 

Lots to choose from on 16th November! 

Saturday 16th November - BIBBA’s ‘Bee Improvement for All’ , Pulborough Village Hall (see Sep-

tember County News). 

Saturday 16th November - Sussex BKA Annual Convention, Uckfield Civic Centre (see last 

month’s County News) 

Saturday 16th November - Hampshire BKA Annual Convention, Sparsholt College, Winchester 

(see article in this newsletter) 

Saturday 23rd November - East Grinstead BKA event (see article in this newsletter) 

Saturday 30th November - Surrey BKA Traiaing Day (see article in this newsletter) 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk


 
Dan Basterfield will discuss ‘Predators, Pests and Diseases of Honeybees’.  This workshop is designed to 
appeal to all beekeepers, but will be of special interest to those wishing to take the BBKA Module 3 exam. 
The talk will commence at 10:30am until 2:30pm on Saturday 30th November at the East Horsley Village 
Hall, KT24 6QT. 
 
60 places are available st £10 per person to include refreshments and a light lunch.  To reserve a place 
please email Sandra Rickwood on rickwoodsbka@gmail.com or phone 01932 244326.  Full directions and 
payment details will be provided with confirmation of place. 

 Hampshire BKA Annual Convention - 16th November 

 

Hampshire BKA again promises an informative and interesting day at their Annual Autumn 

Convention on Saturday 16th November at Sparsholt College, Stockbridge Road, Win-

chester. 

 

Speakers include Gay Marris, Bob Case-Greene and Ben Jones covering such diverse sub-

jects as Hornets, Commercial Wax and Nutrition & Bee Health.  Richard Ball will present a 

workshop on Bee Pests & Diseases and Brian Herbert will explain the need for Good Record-Keeping. 

 

For further details and to book for the event contact the Convention Secretary, Janice Roper on 02380 

845875 or email Janice at janroper22@talktalk.net.  The Convention promises to be full and varied with 
four excellent speakers, trade stands, workshops, hot food and refreshments,all for the bargain price of 
£15! 

East Grinstead BKA Open Lecture - 23rd November 

 
East Grinstead Beekeepers’ Association is holding an event in its winter programme 
where Hasan Mohammad Al Toufailia from the Laboratory of Apiculture and Social In-
sects of Sussex University will be talking about the results of some research they have 
done on Varroa control using oxalic acid.  Given this is a topic of wide interest to all bee-
keepers, EGBKA is opening this talk up to all members of WSBKA.  
  
Open lecture: ‘Results of the University of Sussex Laboratory of Apiculture and Social Insects research into 
Varroa treatment using oxalic acid’ - Saturday 23rd November at 2:30pm at The Old Court House, East 
Grinstead,RH19 3LS 
  
West Sussex members wishing to attend should confirm their attendance by emailing EGBKA’s Events Or-
ganiser, Oliver Sinclair at events@egbka.org.uk  
  
 
 Note: Hasan is also speaking at Worthing on Thursday 14th November - Ed 

V OLU ME  3 ,  IS SU E 8  Page 3 

Surrey BKA Training Day - 30th November 

mailto:events@egbka.org.uk


 

BeeCraft has been successful at Apimondia 2013, Conference of the International Fed-
eration of Beekeepers' Associations held this year in Ukraine.  They won two prestig-
ious awards: 
 

Gold for the magazine and Bronze - for their website www.bee-craft.com . 
 
A brilliant achievement. 
 

 

News from BeeCraft Ltd 

Wisborough Green BKA ‘Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day 2014 

A one day course will take place on Saturday  8th March 2014 in Pulborough Village Hall to provide infor-
mation for people who think they may like to take up beekeeping.  This is an annual event, now in its 
ninth year, run by the Wisborough Green Beekeepers’ Association. 

 

The event is useful for those who may have had a long-term interest, but aren’t sure if beekeeping is for 
them or not.  All the information needed to become a beekeeper will be 
given in the presentation.  There are follow-up sessions at the well equipped 
Wisborough Green teaching apiary for those who think they will be able to 
manage and wish to go further.  This provides the opportunity to learn and 
achieve competence on someone else’s facilities under supervision before 
buying bees and equipment.  The course is also suitable for those who may 
have just started beekeeping, but have had little or no guidance. 

 

The presentation will be by very experienced beekeepers with others available during break times to pro-
vide advice and information. 

 

The Wisborough Green BKA covers a wide area with members in West Sussex and South Surrey, but for 
those a bit further afield details of surrounding Associations will be available on the day. 

 

Further information for beekeepers and non-beekeepers can be found on the Wisborough Green Bee-
keepers’ Association website www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html. Contact Roger Patterson 01403 
790637 or 07976 306492, roger-patterson@btconnect.com for course details, or Gordon Allan 01798 
343470, petworthgordon@btopenworld.com to book. 
 

John Glover 
WGBKA 

 
A reminder to complete Alan Byham’s Honey Survey on this year’s crop.  Please refer to 
last month’s County News or visit the West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association website to 
download the survey form. 

South East Honey Survey 
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http://www.bee-craft.com/
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html
mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
http://www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex/


Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 

More from Moore - All ready for winter? 

     
 

Writing these notes in late October I have deliberately put a question mark after 

my title. Are we ready for winter?  We should be, but we seem to have a few 

things still to finalise.  The active beekeeping season, which is surely the part we 

all enjoy most, is all too short.  Over the last two months and more all our actions 

have been aimed at having the bees in a fit state to survive the winter – a surpris-

ingly high proportion of the year given over to this.  Mind you, Ivor Davis, teach-

ing an NDB course on wintering that we attended a couple of years ago, did say 

that winter preparations should begin in March or April! 

 

 

So where are we in our preparations?  We thought feeding was completed fairly early in October, but with 

the mild weather throughout October the bees have remained very active and though they have been able to 

forage on ivy and other late flowers, the high hive populations seem to have consumed more than they have 

brought in.  Those high bee populations (and we have never seen our hives so full of bees at this time of 

year) also concern us a little, so some hives are getting a bit of extra feed as we head into November.  We 

are not putting on a lot though due to the risk of fermentation if stores remain un-capped. 

 

 

On a mild day recently we had a quick look in the hives and have one more problem.  A fairly late superse-

dure in one of our allotment hives appears to have failed.  The bees are behaving very well, calm and not 

noisy, but we cannot find a queen and there is no brood.  If they are queenless they will fail, but if they are 

not and we unite them now with a good queen we risk losing that queen.  The hive to be united will have to 

come from our woodland apiary two miles away, so there are considerations of what risk, if any, there 

could be in moving bees from apiary to apiary, and will flying bees after uniting return to the original site 

at this time of year.  If they do fly back then we need to choose a hive with a close neighbour to receive the 

returning bees, as it is too late to start a gradual move of hives across the apiary.  We also need to be sure 

we take a well-behaved queen as hive temper on the allotment is a major consideration.  Should we just try 

to introduce a queen at the allotment and unite in the main apiary?  Decisions, decisions! 

 

 

Beekeeping often involves decisions like this, and we have learnt over the years that it is no help to dither 

and fail to make up your mind.  Act decisively having considered the potential outcomes, and live with the 

consequences of your actions.  So, having decided there is too great a risk of losing the queen if we simply 

try to introduce one to a hive that seems to have been queenless for some weeks, we will take one of the 

smaller colonies from the wood to the allotment.  We are confident that all the hives are healthy, and will 

choose the best queen we can where that hive has a close neighbour. 

 

 

Now, should we cage the queen during the uniting process, as a precaution?  Hmmm, decision time again! 

 

 

Tom 
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We’re on the web: 

www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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And Finally ... 

Readers please note that next month’s County News will be published up to a week later than usual. 

Chinese Honey Removed From Sale 

 
The Mail Online has reported that food watchdogs have ordered all Chinese-
produced honey to be withdrawn from sale after trials found that much of it 
is contaminated by antibiotics.  Tests of 16 pots found that ten contained 
the powerful antibiotic chloramphenicol.  The chemical is a trigger for aplas-
tic anaemia, a rare but serious blood disorder which affects up to 100 people in Britain each year. It has 
also been linked to leukaemia. 
 

The news comes just two weeks after the Food Standards Agency told leading supermarkets to withdraw 
specific batches of own-brand honey produced in China which were found to be contaminated with an-
other antibiotic, streptomycin.  
 

Forty per cent of the honey sold in the UK comes from China and the sudden withdrawal of all Chinese 
honey threatens to cause a UK shortage. 
 
Read more:  
www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-101494/All-Chinese-honey-ordered-shelves.html#ixzz2iqXgK4IK  
 
Should give local honey sales a boost! Ed 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-101494/All-Chinese-honey-ordered-shelves.html#ixzz2iqXgK4IK

